
2018 ANNUAL MEETING

PROGRAM
Thursday | November 15th

8:00-8:30 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast/Exhibits Open 
Breakfast Sponsored by: Donan Engineering Co., Inc.

8:30 a.m. Welcome..............................................................................................Taft CD 
Jill Mercer, Esq., OACTA President 
Jennifer Myers, Esq., OACTA Annual Meeting Chair 
Christine Watchorn, Esq., OACTA Annual Meeting Moderator

8:45-10:00 a.m.  "Caging Reptile Lawyers"...................................................................Taft CD 
Matthew G. Moffett, Gray, Rust, St. Amand, Moffett & Brieske, LLP, 
Atlanta, GA 
Sponsored by: DRI 

10:00-10:15 a.m. Networking & Break with Exhibitors..................................................Taft AB

10:15-11:00 a.m. "Ohio Supreme Court Update"............................................................Taft CD 
Justice Judith L. French, The Supreme Court of Ohio, Columbus OH

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. "You May Think That Diversity in Your Firm Doesn't Matter: You May Be 
Wrong"..................................................................................................Taft CD 
John C. Trimble, Esq., Lewis Wagner, LLP, Indianapolis, IN 

12:00-1:30 p.m.  OACTA Legal Excellence Awards Luncheon & Annual Business 
Meeting....................................................................................................Hayes

1:30-2:15 p.m.  Breakout A: "Update on Appellate Procedure"....................Nationwide AB 
Susan M. Audey, Esq., Tucker Ellis, LLP, Cleveland, OH

Breakout C: "The latest Legal Developments and Trends and their Impact 
on Defending the Medical Negligence Case"........................Nationwide AB 
Doug G. Leak, Esq., Hanna Campbell & Powell, LLP, Akron, OH 

2:15-2:30 p.m. 

Breakout B: "Sexual Harassment: One Year after "#MeToo" and "An 
Update on Medical Marijuana"............................................................Taft CD 
Brigid E. Heid, Esq., Eastman & Smith Ltd., Columbus, OH 
Stephanie Trudeau, Esq., Ulmer & Berne, LLP, Cleveland, OH

Networking & Break with Exhibitors...................................................Taft AB

November 15-16, 2018 
Hyatt Regency 

Downtown  
Columbus, OH 43215

2:30-3:15 p.m. 

Breakout D: "Fine Tune Your Mediation Strategy"............................Taft CD 
Joseph T. Mordino, Esq., Faulkner & Tepe, LLP, Cincinnati, OH 
Susanne Cetrulo, Esq., Cetrulo, Mowery & Hicks, Edgewood, KY 
Richard B. Blair, Esq., ADR Offices of Richard B. Blair, Youngstown, OH 

Wifi Information:  
Network Name: HyattMR 
Passcode: OACTA2018 



Mission 
The mission of the Ohio Association on of Civil Trial Attorneys is to promote fairness, excellence, and integrity in the civil 
justice system by providing resources and education on to attorneys and other dedicated to the defense of civil actions. 

Diversity 
OACTA believes that a diverse membership makes a stronger organization on. OACTA encourages diversity in all aspects of 

its activities and is committed to nurturing a culture that supports and promotes diversity.

Brian D. Kerns (2017) 
John J. Garvey, III (2016) 

James L. Mann (2015) 
Anne Marie Sferra (2014) 
Kurt D. Anderson (2013) 
Kevin C. Connell (2012) 
Gary L. Grubler (2011) 
John M. Hands (2010) 

Gretchen Koehler Mote (2009) 
Gregory E. O’Brien (2008) 

Scott A. Gillam (2007) 
Stephen V. Freeze (2006) 
James R. Gallagher (2005) 
Carolyn A. Taggart (2004) 

James L. McCrystal, Jr. (2003) 
Peter J. Hersha (2002) 

Nicholas E. Subashi (2001) 
Stephen K. Shaw (2000) 

Irene C. Keyse-Walker (1999) 
Frederick Hunker (1998) 

Cormac B. DeLaney (1997) 
Steven T. Sloan (1996) 

Eugene F. Tierney (1995) 
Timothy D. Johnson (1994) 

Neil F. Freund (1993) 
Sandra K. Wetzel (1992) 

John T. Brown (1991) 
 
 

* H. William Bamman (1990) 
Terrance M. Miller (1989) 
John B. Robertson (1988) 
Charles E. West (1987) 
Ronald A. Rispo (1986) 

James S. Oliphant (1985) 
David M. McCreary (1984) 
Jeffrey W. Hutson (1983) 

* William T. McCracken (1982) 
* Robert Sidwell (1981) 

John E. Martindale (1980) 
* Roger Nelson (1979) 

Theodore D. Sawyer (1978) 
* Robert J. Avey (1977) 

Charles W. Kitchen (1976) 
Donald D. Messmer (1975) 

* James H. Wilkinson (1974) 
* Knox M. Stewart (1973) 
* Daniel M. Phillips (1972) 
DeLloyd L. Roush (1971) 
* E. Terry Warren (1970) 

* John W. Richards (1969) 
* Rudolph Janata (1968) 
* Leroy Kennedy (1967) 
* Frank S. Hurd (1966) 

* Deceased 
 

OACTA Past Presidents

PROGRAM
continued 2018 Board of Trustees

PRESIDENT  
 Jill K. Mercer, Esq.  

VICE PRESIDENT
James N. Kline, Esq.  

Jamey T. Pregon, Esq.  
TREASURER

SECRETARY
Natalie M.E. Wais, Esq.  

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT

Brian D. Kerns, Esq. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Debbie Nunner, CAE

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Laney Mollenkopf 

TRUSTEES

Alexander M. Andrews, Esq. 
Jennifer R. Becker, Esq. 
Patrick S. Corrigan, Esq. 
Mark F. McCarthy, Esq. 

Paul W. McCartney, Esq. 
Michael M. Neltner, Esq. 
David W. Orlandini, Esq.  

David W. Peck, Esq.  
Daniel A. Richards, Esq.  
Benjamin Sassé, Esq.  

Anne Marie Sferra, Esq.  
Elizabeth T. Smith, Esq.  
T. Andrew Vollmar, Esq. 

Friday | November 16th

3:30-4:30 p.m.  "File Handling Expectations from the Client's View"..................Taft CD 
Daniel A. Winkler, Westfield Insurance, Westfield Center, OH 
Charles Wendland, National Interstate, Richfield, OH 
Steve Popelsky, JD, ARM, Motorists Mutual Insurance Co., Columbus, OH 
Moderator: Jennifer Myers, Esq. 

4:30-5:15 p.m.

5:30-7:30 p.m.  OACTA Evening Social Event 
Pins Mechanical Co.  
141 N 4th St, Columbus, OH 43215 
Sponsored by: Robson Forensic

8:00-8:30 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast/Exhibits Open 
Breakfast Sponsored by: Records Deposition Service of Ohio, Inc.

8:30-9:45 a.m. "Implicit Bias & Appreciating Differences in Mediation and 
Negotiation"......................................................................................Taft CD 
Catherine C. Geyer, Esq., Dispute Resolution Section, Supreme Court of 
Ohio, Columbus, OH 
Lena Tenney, MPA, MEd., Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race & Ethnicity 
| Race & Cognition Program, Columbus, OH

9:45-10:00 a.m. Networking & Break with Exhibitors............................................Taft AB

10:00-10:15 a.m. Exhibitor Door Prizes

10:15-11:45 a.m. "Ethics Update"...............................................................................Taft CD 
Gretchen Koehler Mote, Esq., Ohio Bar Liability Insurance Company, 
Columbus, OH

11:45 a.m. Adjournment

Networking & Break with Exhibitors..........................................Taft AB3:15-3:30 p.m.

"Using the Digital Age to Your Advantage "................................Taft CD 
Andrew L. Smith, Esq., Rolfes Henry Co., LPA, Cincinnati, OH 

This course has been approved by the Supreme Court of Ohio Commission on
Continuing Legal Education for 9 total CLE hours, with 1.50 of attorney professional

conduct instruction. The course has been approved by the Kentucky Bar Association
for 9 credits, including 1.50 ethics credit.

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION


